
The SPIRE Project is one of the largest 
healthcare infrastructure projects 
undertaken by an ACT Government. It 
will deliver a state-of-the-art emergency, 
surgical and critical healthcare facility on  
the Canberra Hospital campus.

Artist impression of the new emergency, surgical  
and critical care facility at Canberra Hospital

The new facility will help meet the increasing demand 
for complex healthcare services required by our 
growing, and ageing, population.

The SPIRE Project will be completed in 2023/24 

The SPIRE Project will deliver:

• 148 inpatient beds

• 22 operating theatres

• 114 emergency treatment spaces

• 10 bed short stay mental health unit

In addition to increases in critical care service capacity, 
the project will deliver improved access between the 
helipad, ambulance bay, emergency department and 
critical care facilities.
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Intensive Care Unit
The new Intensive Care Unit (ICU) will have 60 beds – 
nearly double what is currently available.

The ICU will include:

• 4 specialist paediatric beds

• a new family zone that will provide families who 
have children in the ICU access to a support area 
including a lounge and play area,

• a rehabilitation gymnasium to provide early, 
integrated rehabilitation - to get ICU patients 
moving to assist in their recovery, 

• a dedicated pod of beds which can be converted 
into a complete isolation pod in the event of an 
infectious threat, and

• dedicated critical care bays, which will enable  
high-end, complex interventions, reducing  
the need to transfer these patients to  
interstate facilities.

Emergency Department
The new Emergency Department (ED) will have 114 
treatment spaces – 39 more than currently available at 
Canberra Hospital. In addition, the new ED will include:

• 4 behavioural assessment rooms,

• bariatric and superbariatric treatment spaces,

• a separate paediatrics stream treatment area, and

• other consultation and procedural areas, including 
specific waiting areas for treatment streams.

Furthermore, 10 Mental Health Short Stay Unit 
treatment spaces will be provided.

Coronary Care Unit
The Coronary Care Unit will include:

• 24 acute cardiac care beds, including  
bariatric and isolation beds,

• 4 interventional cardiac laboratories, including 
one hybrid cardiac laboratory and one 
electrophysiology laboratory, and

• 27 interventional unit day beds.

Surgical and medical imaging 
facilities
The SPIRE Project will increase the number of 
theatres at Canberra Hospital from 13 to 22. This will 
include state-of-the-art hybrid and interventional 
radiology theatres to allow the latest advances in 
medical technology to be used.

The new facility will add to the medical imaging 
facilities available at Canberra Hospital, with:

• 2 new X-ray machines,

• 3 CT Scanners, and

• an MRI machine.

The new building will also include more inpatient 
wards with 64 beds for overnight care and storage 
spaces for important medical equipment.

Teaching and learning
The Australian National University (ANU) have 
announced a new ANU building that will boost  
the teaching, training and research presence  
on the Hospital campus.

This is a significant investment in the Canberra 
Hospital that will co-locate medical research,  
the use of the latest technologies and clinical  
training and teaching.

It will ensure Canberra is well placed to attract the 
best and brightest students and clinicians  
nationally and internationally.
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Further information on the SPIRE Project is available on the Major Projects Canberra website. 
act.gov.au/majorprojectscanberra  |  SPIRE@act.gov.au 


