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2. Dr Michael Hall, Medical Director Quality Safety, Innovation, 
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Outline of the project 
Choosing Wisely Australia® is an initiative of NPS MedicineWise in partnership with 
Australia's health professional colleges, societies and associations.  The campaign is 
enabling clinicians, consumers and healthcare stakeholders to start important 
conversations about tests, treatments and procedures where evidence shows they provide 
no benefit, or in some cases, lead to harm. Professional bodies and representative 
organisations have developed a total of 185 recommendations.  
The intent is for CHS to join up to the Choosing Wisely program. As part of this, we intend 
to conduct a detailed audit of the current status of CHS regarding these recommendations.  

 
Proposed research methods 
The project will be a combination of a system wide audit, reviewing existing data sets to 
determine current practice, as well as developing and implementing brief targeted surveys 
to determine qualitative and quantitative data where detailed data not available. There will 
be a large “mapping” component, to translate society-based recommendations into clinical 
and business units within Canberra Health Services. 
 

 
Preferred study discipline being undertaken by the student 
This project will require a background knowledge of clinical terminology and practice but 
will work closely with supervisors. All health disciplines would be suitable, as would a 
student training in health economics. Any aspects of this project outside of the student’s 
experience and background knowledge will be able to be supported by QSII supervisors and 
staff.  
 



 
Potential benefits to the student and to the department 
Student: This is an unparalleled opportunity to gain insight into the global functioning of a 
large healthcare organisation. The ability to be part of a program aiming to integrate clinical 
focus, consumer participation and support, and integration with best practice evidence 
would be highly valuable and is an opportunity to see the process of evidence-based 
medicine in practice. Specifically, the student will gain experience in preparation of a large 
database / spreadsheet, basics of data extraction, and clinical survey development / 
integration. They will get to work directly with senior clinical supervisors from the QSII unit, 
as well as to liaise in depth with clinical, administrative and data management staff from 
across the organisation.  
 
Department: This will be a small but vital part in the implementation of Choosing Wisely at 
CHS. To make a determination of projects and priorities, it will be important to have 
baseline data as to current practice. Some recommendations will already be being met, 
others will be partially met, while some will be not currently met, or in fact not supported 
by key stakeholders.  This audit project will facilitate inclusiveness and will contribute to the 
ongoing interaction and engagement of consumers and clinical staff.  
 

 
Department within ACT Health Directorate / Canberra Health Services where the student 
will be based 
The student will be based within the QSII Division. There is dedicated workspace and a 
workstation, and they will be physically right next to the office of the co-supervisors. It is 
anticipated that there will be regular contact with supervisors due to the size of the project, 
and that this will essentially be a team collaboration, with the student as a small but vital 
part of the bigger project.  
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