
The ACT Government has invested more than $50 million to expand the Centenary 
Hospital for Women and Children (CHWC). This is an exciting project that will ensure we 
are able to meet the growing health service demand from the Canberra community as 
our population continues to rapidly increase over coming years.
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Improvements to the Paediatric High Care Ward is the first project to get underway and 
changes are about to take place. Find out more about what this means for you and your 
interactions with the Centenary Hospital, over the page.

What will the project achieve for 
Paediatric High Care patients? 
The Paediatric High Care ward (PWH) project will 
involve structural improvements to provide improved 
line of sight from clinicians to patients.

This will include physically redesigning aspects of 
the ward to provide more glassed walls for improved 
observation of bed spaces and on completion, 
staff will have the potential to provide High Care 
(monitoring) to any child cared for on the ward.

November Update

The $50 million project will deliver the 
following key elements:

Expansion of the 

36-bed
neonatal unit

New 
Gynaecology 
Procedure Suite

New 

Adolescent 
Mental Health 
Day Service

Refurbishment of the 

12-bed 
Paediatric High 
Care Ward

New 

Adolescent 
Mental Health Unit

Additional  

Post-Natal 
beds 

Relocation of 

Education, 
Training and 
Meeting 
Rooms

4-bed 
expansion
and relocation of the 

Maternity Assessment Unit

The expansion project provides a planned, 
comprehensive and structured response to these 
growth pressures through expanded infrastructure 
and service solutions, for birthing women, newborn 
babies, children and adolescents with a range of 
health care needs. Canberra Health Services (CHS) 
strives to provide the best possible care, in the right 
setting, delivered by the right person at the right 
time.

This project will be delivered through three distinct 
packages of work which will provide:
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The service relocation will be 
in place from November 2019 
through to April 2020. 
Whilst it is always hard to foresee the health care 
needs of the community over a defined period of 
time, we will be making every effort to ensure our 
ability to deliver an optimal service is not impacted 
over this time. 

Every effort will be made to reduce any impact of 
this project so our consumers and carers continue  
to receive the best possible care whilst at the  
Centenary Hospital.

For referral organisations 
Please be aware that during this time, the same 
services will be delivered only in a different space.   

The changed arrangements will be temporary over 
the course of constructing the upgrades to the 
Paediatric High Care ward and will ultimately ensure 
we are able to deliver better infrastructure and new 
models that support better care overall for children.
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What about the other aspects  
of the project?
The other parts of the expansion project are currently 
in a design phase with a development application late 
2019 early in the new year. More information will be 
provided as the project progresses. The overall project 
is due for completion in mid-2022. 

Contacts
If you would like more information about this  
project or have a question please email  
CHS.CHWCexpansionproject@act.gov.au 

If you need to find out more – visit the Centenary 
Expansion website at www.health.gov.au and  
search “Centenary Expansion”

Relocation of the Paediatric  
High Care ward
During the construction works, there will be some 
disruption to and the relocation of some critical 
services.

The first changes that staff, patients, carers and 
other visitors to the Centenary Hospital for Women 
and Children will see is the temporary move of the 
Paediatric High Care ward which is normally on Level 
1, Block C to the Paediatric Surgical Ward located on 
Level 1, Block F.

For patients and carers 
From early November, when you come to the 
Centenary Hospital, you can follow signage to  make 
your way to Level 1, Block F where the Paediatric High 
Care Ward is relocated until April 2020.

There will be signage at the Reception of the 
Centenary Hospital to help you find your way. You can 
also approach a volunteer (who wear purple) and ask 
for directions if you need more information or further 
directions.


