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Dear , 
 

DECISION ON YOUR ACCESS APPLICATION 
 
I refer to your application under section 30 of the Freedom of Information Act 2016 (FOI Act), 
received by the ACT Health Directorate (ACTHD) on Thursday, 27 July 2023 and rescoped on 
Tuesday, 8 August 2023. 
 
This application requested access to: 
 

‘The subject line of all final Ministerial briefs between the 8th of May 2023 and 8th of July 
2023 generated for or directed to any ACT Government Minister.  
 
This request includes, wherever possible, the date of the brief, the internal reference, position 
of authority it was written by, and which Minister it was addressed to.  
 
This request includes briefs prepared for Question Time, but not for Estimates or Annual 
Reports.’ 

 
I am an Information Officer appointed by the Director-General of ACTHD under section 18 of the FOI 
Act to deal with access applications made under Part 5 of the Act. ACTHD was required to provide a 
decision on your access application by Tuesday, 19 September 2023. 
 
The information has been extracted into one document holding the information within the scope of 
your access application. The document was created for the purpose of your request and captures 
information sourced from HPE Content Manager and Objective ECM (Record Management Systems). 
 
Decisions on access 
I have decided to grant partial access to the one document.  
 
My access decisions are detailed further in the following statement of reasons and the documents 
released to you are provided as Attachment B to this letter. 
 
In reaching my access decision, I have taken the following into account: 

• The FOI Act; 

• The contents of the documents that fall within the scope of your request; and 

• The Human Rights Act 2004. 
  



Partial Access 
Redactions have been made to information that would reveal deliberations of Cabinet and is 
therefore taken to be contrary to the public interest to release, under Schedule 1.6 (1) Cabinet 
Information (d) the disclosure of which would reveal any deliberation of Cabinet.  
 
The document is also partially comprised of information that I consider, on balance, to be contrary 
to the public interest to disclose under the test set out in section 17 of the Act regarding the 
personal information. 
 
Public Interest Factors Favouring Disclosure 
The following factors were considered relevant in favour of the disclosure of the documents: 

• Schedule 2, 2.1(a)(i) promote open discussion of public affairs and enhance the 
government’s accountability; and  

• Schedule 2, 2.1(a)(ii) contribute to positive and informed debate on important issues or 
matters of public interest.  

 
Public Interest Factors Favouring Non-Disclosure 
The following factors were considered relevant in favour of the non-disclosure of the documents: 

• Schedule 2, Schedule 2.2 (a)(ii) prejudice the protection of an individual’s right to privacy or 
any other right under the Human Rights Act 2004. 

 
On balance, the factors favouring disclosure are outweighed by the factors favouring non-disclosure 
as the information would not provide any government information pertinent to your request. The 
personal information is of non-ACT Government employees’ and has not been disclosed as this could 
reasonably be expected to prejudice the protection of the individual’s right to privacy. 
 
Therefore, I have determined the information identified is contrary to the public interest and would 
not advantage the public in disclosing this information. 
 
Charges  
Processing charges are not applicable to this request. 
 
Disclosure Log  
Under section 28 of the FOI Act, ACTHD maintains an online record of access applications called a 
disclosure log. The scope of your access application, my decision and documents released to you will 
be published in the disclosure log not less than three days but not more than 10 days after the date 
of this decision. Your personal contact details will not be published. 
https://www.health.act.gov.au/about-our-health-system/freedom-information/disclosure-log.  
 
Ombudsman review 
My decision on your access request is a reviewable decision as identified in Schedule 3 of the FOI 
Act. You have the right to seek Ombudsman review of this outcome under section 73 of the Act 
within 20 working days from the day that my decision is published in ACT Health’s disclosure log, or 
a longer period allowed by the Ombudsman. 
  



If you wish to request a review of my decision you may write to the Ombudsman at: 
 
The ACT Ombudsman 
GPO Box 442 
CANBERRA ACT 2601 
Via email: ACTFOI@ombudsman.gov.au 
Website: ombudsman.act.gov.au 
 
ACT Civil and Administrative Tribunal (ACAT) review 
Under section 84 of the Act, if a decision is made under section 82(1) on an Ombudsman review, you 
may apply to the ACAT for review of the Ombudsman decision. Further information may be obtained 
from the ACAT at: 
 
ACT Civil and Administrative Tribunal 
Level 4, 1 Moore St 
GPO Box 370 
Canberra City ACT 2601 
Telephone: (02) 6207 1740 
http://www.acat.act.gov.au/ 
 
Further assistance  
Should you have any queries in relation to your request, please do not hesitate to contact the  
FOI Coordinator on (02) 5124 9831 or email HealthFOI@act.gov.au. 
 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Catherine Ellis 
Senior Director 
Ministerial and Government Services 
ACT Health Directorate 
 
7 September 2023 



Ref Number Subject Line
Date Provided 
to MIN

Position written from Minister

AHM23/28 Ministerial Brief - Health Ministers’ Meeting Out-of-Session item 464 - Draft 
Three Year Data Plans 2023-24 to 2025-26 for the Independent Health and 
Aged Care Pricing Authority and the Administrator of the National Health 
Funding Pool

08/05/2023 Michael Culhane, Executive Group Manager, Policy, 
Partnerships and Programs

Minister for Health

AHM23/34 Ministerial Brief - Health Ministers’ Meeting OOS 465 - Determination of 
Queensland Health Practitioner Registrant Fees by the Australian Health 
Practitioner Regulation Agency

11/05/2023 Michael Culhane, Executive Group Manager, Policy, 
Partnerships and Programs

Minister for Health

AHM23/35 Ministerial Brief - Health Ministers’ Meeting out-of-session paper seeking 
endorsement of the national list of conditions for newborn bloodspot screening 
programs

18/05/2023 Dr Sally Singleton, Deputy Chief Health Officer Minister for Health

AHM23/37 Ministerial Brief - Professional Indemnity Insurance for Privately Practicing 
Midwives

31/05/2023 Robyn Hudson, Deputy Director-General, ACT Health 
Directorate

Minister for Health

AHM23/46 Ministerial Brief - Health Ministers’ Meeting Out of Session Item 468: Letter to 
Minister for Education Seeking increase in Commonwealth Supported Places

22/06/2023 Robyn Hudson, Deputy Director-General, ACT Health 
Directorate

Minister for Health

COR23/17284 Question Time Brief - COVID-19 impacts on Mental Health and ACT responses 24/05/2023 Dr Elizabeth Moore, Coordinator-General Minister for Mental Health

COR23/17287 Question Time Brief - Safe Haven 24/05/2023 Dr Elizabeth Moore, Coordinator-General Minister for Mental Health
COR23/17288 Question Time Brief - Youth Navigation Portal 24/05/2023 Dr Elizabeth Moore, Coordinator-General Minister for Mental Health
COR23/17289 Question Time Brief - Expanding Public Health Services for Eating Disorders 

(EPHSED) in the Territory Project
24/05/2023 Dr Elizabeth Moore, Coordinator-General Minister for Mental Health

COR23/17290 Question Time Brief - Future planning for Health Services Across the ACT 
(Mental Health focus)

25/05/2023 Jacinta George, Executive Group Manager, Health 
System Planning and Evaluation

Minister for Mental Health

COR23/17292 Question Time Brief - Mental Health and Suicide Prevention National 
Agreement

24/05/2023 Dr Elizabeth Moore, Coordinator-General Minister for Mental Health

COR23/17293 Question Time Brief - Drug Therapy 26/05/2023 Victor Martin, Executive Branch Manager, Health 
Protection

Minister for Mental Health

COR23/17945 Question Time Brief - Mental Health Subsector Commissioning 24/05/2023 Dr Elizabeth Moore, Coordinator-General Minister for Mental Health
COR23/18651 Question Time Brief - Mental Health Access and Utlisation 30/05/2023 Michael Culhane, Executive Group Manager, Policy, 

Partnerships and Programs Division
Minister for Mental Health

COR23/18723 Question Time Brief - Suicide Prevention Programs 24/05/2023 Dr Elizabeth Moore, Coordinator-General Minister for Mental Health
COR23/19978 Question Time Brief - COVID-19 impacts on Mental Health and ACT responses 22/06/2023 Dr Elizabeth Moore, Coordinator-General Minister for Mental Health

COR23/19979 Question Time Brief - Mental Health Subsector Commissioning 22/06/2023 Dr Elizabeth Moore, Coordinator-General Minister for Mental Health
COR23/19980 Question Time Brief - Mental Health Access and Utlisation 16/06/2023 Michael Culhane, Executive Group Manager, Policy, 

Partnerships and Programs Division
Minister for Mental Health

COR23/19981 Question Time Brief - Safe Haven 22/06/2023 Dr Elizabeth Moore, Coordinator-General Minister for Mental Health
COR23/19982 Question Time Brief - Youth Navigation Portal 22/06/2023 Dr Elizabeth Moore, Coordinator-General Minister for Mental Health











MIN23/423 Ministerial Brief - ACT Public Health Services Quarterly Performance Report for 
Quarter 1, 2022-23

10/05/2023 Michael Culhane, Executive Group Manager, Policy, 
Partnerships and Programs Division

Minister for Health

MIN23/428 Ministerial Brief - ACT Mandated Minimum Nurse Midwife to Patient Ratios – 
Public Reporting

12/05/2023 Robyn Hudson, Deputy Director-General Minister for Health

MIN23/449 Ministerial Brief - Correspondence from the Australian and New Zealand 
Society of Blood Transfusion regarding funding of Non-invasive prenatal testing 
(NIPT) for fetal RHD genotype

31/05/2023 Dr Elaine Pretorius, Acting Chief Medical Officer Minister for Health

MIN23/453 Ministerial Brief - Meeting - Minister for Health - Australian Medical Association 
(AMA) - 21 June 2023

15/06/2023 Robyn Hudson, Deputy Director-General Minister for Health

MIN23/456 Ministerial Brief - Next steps - Disability Health Strategy and First Action Plan 16/06/2023 Michael Culhane, Executive Group Manager, Policy, 
Partnerships and Programs Division

Minister for Health

MIN23/460 Ministerial Brief - Clause 25 Health Infrastructure Enabling Bill 2023 and Letter 
of response to Prof Walter Abhayaratna, President, Australian Medical 
Association (ACT) Limited

24/05/2023 Liz Lopa, Deputy Director-General, Infrastructure and 
Communication, ACTHD
 Janet Zagari,Deputy Director-General, CHS

Minister for Health

MIN23/469 Ministerial Brief - Clause 25 Health Infrastructure Enabling Bill 2023 and letter 
of response to Professor Walter Abhayaratna, President, Australian Medical 
Association (ACT) Limited

25/05/2023 Liz Lopa, Deputy Director-General, Infrastructure and 
Communication, ACTHD
 Janet Zagari,Deputy Director-General, CHS

Minister for Health

MIN23/471 Ministerial Brief - Correspondence from Ms Rebecca Kerner, Chair of the 
Australia and New Zealand Infertility Counsellors Association (ANZICA) - lack of 
regulation for online semen donations in Australia

02/06/2023 Michael Culhane, Executive Group Manager, Policy, 
Partnerships and Programs Division

Minister for Health

MIN23/476 Ministerial Brief - Letter from Mr Ronald Grasso, Thermo Fisher Scientific re: 
support of expansion of domestic testing of donations to the Australian Bone 
Marrow Donor Registry

13/06/2023 Robyn Hudson, Deputy Director-General Minister for Health

MIN23/486 Ministerial Brief - Meeting with the Archbishop for the Archdiocese of Canberra 
and Goulburn

26/05/2023 Liz Lopa, Deputy Director-General, Infrastructure and 
Communication, ACTHD
 Janet Zagari,Deputy Director-General, CHS

Chief Minister

MIN23/489 Ministerial Brief - Update to the ACT Infrastructure Plan Update – Health 25/05/2023 Catherine Loft, A/g Executive Group Manager, 
Infrastructure and Communications and Engagement 
Division, ACT Health Directorate

Minister for Health

MIN23/501 Ministerial Brief - Approving Queensland as Shareholder of Healthdirect 
Australia Limited

09/06/2023 Michael Culhane, Executive Group Manager, Policy, 
Partnerships and Programs Division

Minister for Health

MIN23/508 Caveat Brief - Northside Hospital project - Briefing note – 19 June 2023 19/06/2023 Liz Lopa, Deputy Director-General, Infrastructure and 
Communication, ACTHD
 Janet Zagari,Deputy Director-General, CHS

Minister for Health

MIN23/509 Caveat Brief - Northside Hospital project - Briefing note – 26 June 2023 23/06/2023 Liz Lopa, Deputy Director-General, Infrastructure and 
Communication, ACTHD
 Janet Zagari,Deputy Director-General, CHS

Minister for Health

MIN23/510 Caveat Brief - Northside Hospital Update - Meeting 3 July 2023 30/06/2023 Liz Lopa, Deputy Director-General, Infrastructure and 
Communication, ACTHD
 Janet Zagari,Deputy Director-General, CHS

Minister for Health



MIN23/524 Ministerial Brief - Update to the ACT Infrastructure Plan Update – Health 08/06/2023 Catherine Loft, A/g Executive Group Manager, 
Infrastructure, Communication and Engagement

Minister for Health

MIN23/526 Ministerial Briefing - Northside Hospital transition – fortnightly briefing to the 
Standing Committee on Health and Community Wellbeing

13/06/2023 Liz Lopa, Deputy Director-General, Infrastructure and 
Communication, ACTHD
 Janet Zagari,Deputy Director-General, CHS

Minister for Health

MIN23/533 Ministerial Brief - Update on Canberra Hospital Master Plan Implementation 14/06/2023 Catherine Loft, A/g Executive Group Manager, 
Infrastructure, Communication and Engagement

Minister for Health

MIN23/537 Ministerial Brief –ACT Palliative Care Service Function Review – Draft Report 30/06/2023 Michael Culhane, Executive Group Manager, Policy, 
Partnerships and Programs Division

Minister for Health

MIN23/540 Ministerial Brief - Seeking Endorsement for Revised Strategic Investment Plan 
for Primary Health Services for Young People

28/06/2023 Michael Culhane, Executive Group Manager, Policy, 
Partnerships and Programs Division.

Minister for Health

MIN23/541 Ministerial Brief - Serious Injury among Children and Young People in the ACT 26/06/2023 Michael Culhane, Executive Group Manager, Policy, 
Partnership and Programs

Minister for Health

MIN23/561 Ministerial Brief - Meeting - Minister for Health - ACT Legislative Assembly HCW 
Committee Northside Briefing - 20 June 2023

20/06/2023 Caitlin Bladin, Executive Branch Manager, Strategic 
Infrastructure Planning

Minister for Health

MIN23/573 Caveat Brief - Salary Packaging for CPHB Transitioning Employees 30/06/2023 Cathie O’Neill, Chief Operating Officer, Canberra 
Health Services

Minister for Health

MIN23/584 Ministerial Brief - Northside hospital transition – fortnightly briefing to the 
Standing Committee on Health and Community Wellbeing

03/07/2023 Liz Lopa, Deputy Director-General, Infrastructure and 
Communication, ACTHD
 Janet Zagari,Deputy Director-General, CHS

Minister for Health

MIN2023/00142 Ministerial Brief - Update on the Alcohol, Tobacco and Other Drug (ATOD) 
Commissioning cycle

04/07/2023 Christine Murray, Executive Group Manager, 
Population Health Division, ACT Health Directorate

Minister for Health (Health)

MIN2023/00145 Ministerial Brief - Mental Health Commissioning Design Phase Update and 
Timeline Request

24/05/2023 Dr Elizabeth Moore, Coordinator-General Minister for Mental Health

MIN2023/00159 Ministerial Brief - Perinatal Mental Health Project 05/06/2023 Dr Elizabeth Moore, Coordinator-General Minister for Mental Health 
(Health)

MIN2023/00172 Ministerial Brief - Budget Initiatives - Progress update as of 31 March 2023 12/05/2023 Rebecca Cross, Director-General Minister for Health

MIN2023/00176 Ministerial Brief - Food Ministers’ Meeting out-of-session Item 23.13: Food 
Standards Australia New Zealand Board appointment

10/05/2023 Christine Murray, Executive Group Manager, 
Population Health Division

Minister for Health

MIN2023/00188 Ministerial Brief - Preventive Health Plan: Activity reporting for first action plan 
2020-2022

10/05/2023 Dr Sally Singleton, Deputy Chief Health Officer Minister for Health

MIN2023/00188 Ministerial Brief - Preventive Health Plan: Activity reporting for first action plan 
2020-2022

02/06/2023 Dr Sally Singleton, Deputy Chief Health Officer Minister for Health (Health)

MIN2023/00190 Ministerial Brief -  Meeting - Pharmacy Guild ACT - 15 June 2023 07/06/2023 Dr Kerryn Coleman, ACT Chief Health Officer Minister for Health (Health)
MIN2023/00192 Ministerial Brief - Office for Mental Health & Wellbeing Workplan 2023-24 15/05/2023 Dr Elizabeth Moore, Coordinator-General Minister for Mental Health

MIN2023/00198 Ministerial Brief - Release of the ACT Food Policy Index scorecard 2023 15/05/2023 Dr Kerryn Coleman, ACT Chief Health Officer Minister for Health
MIN2023/00200 Ministerial Brief - Food Ministers’ Meeting Out-of-Session Item 23.14: Proposal 

P1061 - Code Maintenance Proposal 2023
05/06/2023 Dr Kerryn Coleman, ACT Chief Health Officer Minister for Health (Health)



MIN2023/00205 Ministerial Brief - 2023-24 proposed indicator suites for ACT Health Directorate 
Budget Statements

24/05/2023 Rebecca Cross, Director-General Minister for Health

MIN2023/00206 Ministerial Brief - CanTEST pilot –fixed-site drug checking service and pill testing 
service update

18/05/2023 Dr Sally Singleton, Deputy Chief Health Officer Minister for Health

MIN2023/00214 Ministerial Brief - Climate and Health Roundtable - Friday 26 May 2023 24/05/2023 Dr Kerryn Coleman, ACT Chief Health Officer Minister for Health (Health)
MIN2023/00217 Ministerial Brief - Final evaluation report for the fixed-site pill testing pilot 24/05/2023 Dr Kerryn Coleman, ACT Chief Health Officer Minister for Health (Health)

MIN2023/00219 Ministerial Brief - Extending timelines for five Commissioning Health Services in 
the Community cycles

26/05/2023 Jacinta George, Executive Group Manager, Health 
System Planning and Evaluation

Minister for Health (Health)

MIN2023/00224 Ministerial Brief - Joint Implementation Plan - Early Intervention Service for 
Eating Disorders Location Agreement Letter

26/05/2023 Dr Elizabeth Moore, Coordinator-General Minister for Mental Health

MIN2023/00227 Ministerial Brief - ACT Local Hospital Network and Canberra Health Services 
Proposed Strategic and Accountability Indicators

16/06/2023 Rebecca Cross, Director-General Minister for Health (Health)

MIN2023/00234 Ministerial Brief - Meeting - Meeting with Health Services Union - 24 May 2023 26/05/2023 Fiona Barbaro, Executive Group Manager, Corporate 
and Governance 

Minister for Health (Health)

MIN2023/00236 Ministerial Brief - Australian Midwifery and Maternity Alliance - Midwifery 
leadership to strengthen midwifery workforce and sustain maternity services

13/06/2023 Robyn Hudson, Deputy Director-General Minister for Health (Health)

MIN2023/00238 Ministerial Brief - MDMA and psilocybin medication rescheduling 31/05/2023 Dr Kerryn Coleman, ACT Chief Health Officer Minister for Health
MIN2023/00240 Ministerial Brief - Stakeholder Engagement Plan – Aboriginal and Torres Strait 

Islander Preventive Health
24/05/2023 Christine Murray, Executive Group Manager, 

Population Health Division
Minister for Health (Health)

MIN2023/00242 Ministerial Brief - Meeting - Australian Society of Anaesthetists - 22 June 2023 16/06/2023 Robyn Hudson, Deputy Director-General Minister for Health (Health)

MIN2023/00244 Ministerial Brief - Constituent complaint regarding the Deakin Hospital - Diane 
Whitcombe

26/05/2023 Robyn Hudson, Deputy Director-General Minister for Mental Health

MIN2023/00247 Ministerial Brief - Progression of Governance Forums across the ACT health 
system

31/05/2023 Rebecca Cross, Director-General Minister for Health

MIN2023/00249 Ministerial Brief - Meeting - Independent Reviewers of the National Health 
Reform Agreement mid-term review

26/05/2023 Michael Culhane, EGM Policy Partnerships and 
Programs Division
Cheryl Garrett, EBM Mental Health and Policy 
Strategy

Minister for Mental Health 
(Health)

MIN2023/00250 Ministerial Brief - Meeting with Alcohol Tobacco and Other Drug Association 
(ATODA) - 6 July 2023

30/06/2023 Christine Murray, Executive Group Manager, 
Population Health Division

Minister for Health (Health)

MIN2023/00269 Ministerial Brief - Site Visit – Urgent Mental Health Care Centre South Australia 15/06/2023 Cheryl Garrett, Executive Branch Manager, Mental 
Health and Suicide Prevention Division

Minister for Mental Health 
(Health)

MIN2023/00271 Ministerial Brief - Freedom of Information application from  
 regarding KPMG branded report of ACT Gender Affirming Service model 

development and scoping study implementation plan

27/06/2023 Michael Culhane, Executive Group Manager, Policy, 
Partnerships and Programs

Minister for Health (Health)






